EDFL JUNIOR FOOTBALL - GRADING POLICY FOR DIVISIONS 1, 2 AND 3.
BACKGROUND
The growth in Junior Football over recent years is welcomed and pleasing to the EDFL. There are now so many more children playing Aussie Rules Football in and around the Essendon district. Around five years ago, in an endeavour to create more even competitions, the EDFL introduced three divisions for our 24 clubs for Junior Football.
Contrary to some opinion, the Grading of clubs in junior football has not been at the discretion of the EDFL. There has been an established sub-committee consisting of an EDFL Board Member, the EDFL General Manager and the EDFL Administration Manager in place since the introduction of the three divisions. This committee has spent much time and effort trying to do the best they can for all clubs, with their grading decisions being based solely on the performance of the club’s teams over the four age groups, U10, U12, U14 and U16.

However, the EDFL has been remiss by not having this policy published and freely available. The EDFL will now take steps to rectify this problem and publish the policy so that it is freely available to all clubs.
As the new season is almost upon us, the existing policy will remain in place for Season 2010. The Policy detailed below will be introduced from Season 2011.

PROMOTION AND RELEGATION POLICY FOR EDFL JUNIOR FOOTBALL - DIVISIONS 1, 2 AND 3
Each year the EDFL will promote and relegate a Club through Divisions 1, 2 and 3 in accordance with the policy shown below:
Promotion to Divisions 1 and 2 - The best performing Club over the combined U10, U12, U14 and U16 grades in Divisions 2 and 3, will be promoted to Divisions 1 and 2 respectively.
Relegation to Divisions 2 and 3 - The worst performing club over the combined U10, U12, U14 and U16 grades in Divisions 1 and 2, will be relegated to Divisions 2 and 3 respectively.( For Season 2011 only two teams will relegated to Div 3 to retain the 3 divisions X 8 clubs)
Note 1: For this policy, ‘performance’ is measured by ladder positions of all under age groups in a Division at the end of the season. Points and percentage will be taken into consideration.

Note 2: Where a club is in default of its financial obligations to the EDFL, the EDFL Board of Management reserves its right to vary this policy as it sees fit and fair. 
Note 3: For Divisions 4 to 8, the existing policy will remain. That is, where possible, the second side of a Club in Div 1 will be placed in Div 4; the second side of a club in Div 2 will be placed into Div 5; etc.

